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Tuesday, December 22nd.

Major Danielsen came over again to see me yesterday afternoon ;
with a letter from G.O.C. saying that my amended form of his
proclamation about bombardment was much better than his.
They have accepted our suggestions for dispensing with the
police as a means of transmitting the emergency order. This
must have been a great step for Heath to take.

To-day I heard firing at sea which seemed to be like a battle,
and not like firing-practice. The first time I have had this
impression since the war began, though we have heard firing
scores of times.

This is the most gruesome item I have seen hi any newspaper.
It is from an account of life in Brussels in Daily Telegraph
15.12.14.:

Since the fatal attacks on Ypres and the Yser a new recrea-
tion has been created for the Bruxellois, namely the trains of
the dead.   These pass through the suburb of Laeken, and go
by way of Louvain and Liege to Germany, to be burnt in the
blast furnaces.   The dead are stripped, tied together like
bunches of asparagus, and stacked upright on their feet, some-
times bound together with cords, but for the most part with
iron wire.   Two to three thousand pass with each train, some-
times in dosed meat-trucks, sometimes in open trucks, just as
it happens.   The mighty organisation will not suffer a truck to
go back empty ; a dead man has no further interest for them.
Referring to the firing, Brig.-General Hoare called on me
yesterday afternoon, and, after doing business, asked me if I
had heard the rumour that Yarmouth had been bombarded.
He had heard the rumour, and (characteristically) had started
out to trace it and curse the originator.   He traced it to the
station-master at Thorpe, who said he had had it from a Clacton
journalist who passed through in the train.   Apparently it was
quite untrue.

' I forgot to say earlier that'Maj.-Gen. Heath told me he thought
of having a proclamation printed in German for the benefit of
invading Germans, warning them that if they did certain things
certain punishments would without fail ultimately follow.
Rather good.

Wednesday, December 30$.

Great storm on Monday night.   We lost 5 trees.   A large elm
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